Excitement by the nose

Hilldale High School’s all-school musical,
“Pinocchio,” starts today.

Find out how Oklahoma men’s and
women'’s team and area high schools fared.
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Porter teen to he tried as an adult

Judge: This is one of the most difficult decisions I've had to make

By Elizabeth Ridenour
Phoenix Staff W riter

most difficult decisions I've
had to make in my 10 years
on the bench,” he began.
Shepherd then listed the
things he was required to
consider in making his deci-
sion. The most troubling cri-

Daniel Harley Dillingham
is charged with first-degree
murder for allegedly stab-
bing to death Carl Andrew
“Andy” Robinson, 16, on Dec.
8 while both were riding on a
Porter Consolidated Schools

Associate District Judge
Darrell ~ Shepherd an-
nounced his decision at the
conclusion of a two-day re-
verse certification hearing to
determine at what level
Dillingham should be tried.

prospects of adequate pro-
tection for the public if
Dillingham was processed
through the juvenile or
youthful offender systems,
which could only hold him in

What’s next

Daniel Harley Dillingham will
be back in Wagoner County
District Court at 1:30 p.m. April
5 for arraignment. At that time, a
datle will be set for a felony jury
trial.

WAGONER — A 15-year-
old Porter boy charged with
murdering a classmate will
be tried as an adult, a judge

House keeps workers’ compensation issue alive

OKLAHOMA CITY
(AP) — A Republican-led
effort to reduce workers’
compensation system
costs was kept alive by
House action Thursday.

Lawmakers voted 95-1
for a bill by Rep. Ron Pe-
terson, R-Broken Arrow,
that targets attorney fees
and seeks to reduce some
claims.

A similar bill by Sen.
Scott Pruitt, another Bro-
ken Arrow Republican,
died in the Senate when it
did not get a committee
hearing.

Pruitt joined Peterson
at a news conference after
the House passed House
Bill 2619 without debate.

“The House's passage of
these landmark reforms
gives hope to state em-
ployers that help is on the
way, and is the first step
in helping the job flight
from Oklahoma we have
seen in recent vyears,’
Pruitt said.

Pruitt urged Democrat-
ic Gov. Brad Henry and
Senate President Pro Tem
Cal Hobson, D-Lexington,
to support the changes
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and not “protect their tri-
al-lawyer allies.”
Supporters say the
changes proposed by Pe-
terson and Pruitt will
save Oklahoma employers
$100 million a year in
work comp costs.
Members of the state

trial lawyers group have
condemned some of the
proposed changes, includ-
ing requiring “objective”
evidence based on medical
testing in so-called soft
tissue cases. These often
hard-to-prove cases some-
times involve muscle pulls
and back strains.

Medical science cannot
yet detect all legitimate
injuries through tests, op-
ponents of the changes
say.

John Harlan, a member
of Lawyers for Working
Oklahomans, said the bill

would reduce fees to the
point that no attorney
could work on work comp
cases.

Under the bill, lawyers
would only get paid on the
amount of money they ob-
tain for their clients that
is over the settlement
amount offered by em-
ployers.

The measure also seeks
to eliminate so-called “du-
eling doctors” by requiring
that the treating physi-
cian be given deference in
the rating process for
work claims.

weapon, damage to city
property and threatening
another police officer.

Some members of the
team stayed after target
training last week to bid
farewell to Capt. Alan
Mitchell, a longtime train-
er and former team com-
mander who was retiring
after more than 20 years
on the force.

Eskridge returned from
vacation this week to a re-
port that Mitchell alleged-
ly fired an automatic
handgun, an MP-5, into
the air in a direction other
than aimed at berms be-
hind the targets on the
range.

Mitchell also allegedly
backed a police vehicle in-

situations and during drug
raids when suspects are be-
lieved to be amed and dan-
gerous. The team has special
training, and other agencies
have requested the team’s
assistance, Muskogee Police
Chief Rex Eskrdge said.

to a fence, causing several
hundred dollars in dam-
age, and may have threat-
ened to hit a fellow officer
he didn't like, Eskridge
said.

The incidents are under
investigation.

“If some of these allega-
tions are true, then we're
going to deal with it in a
very stern way,” Eskridge

(See CHIEF, 2A)
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