
State parks police
facing an overhaul

Albany Plan would
end seasonal hires but
add full-time officers
By BRENDAN LYONS
Staff writer

T he s tate ma  y abol is  h it  s co ntr o-
v ers ial pra ct ice of h irin g hu ndr eds
o  f ar med seas onal par  k po lice and
i nst ead rel  y o  n ci vil ian sa fe ty o ffi-
ce rs to hel  p pat rol New Yor k’s
spra wlin g r ecre ati on d estin at io n s.

‘‘ It w as in dic ate  d t  o m  e th at t hey
w ere comin g o ut w ith a n  ew
pr ogr am, but I h  av en’  t se en an y-

t hin  g in writ ing ,’’ said Par  k Po lice
O ffic er T om C oult er, pre side nt of
t he l ocal un ion that repr esen ts
N ew Y ork ’s ap p roxim a tely 180
f ull-t im  e par k o ffi ce rs. ‘‘A  s par t of
t hat, the agen cy sai d t hey are
com m itte d t  o cre atin g a more
p rofe ssi onal  , pe rma nen  t pol ice
fo rce , add i ng to our ran ks b  y ab out
140 peop le ove  r the nex  t ye ar an d a
ha lf. ’’

F or t he pub li c, t he p lan wou ld
m ean far few er ar me  d po lice of fi-
ce rs p atr oll ing the sta te’  s 1  4  3 par ks
an d 1  7 hist or ic s ite  s du rin  g the
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Key expert suppressed
true cost of drug plan
Bush White House
threatened him with
firing, actuary alleges
By TONY PUGH
Knight Ridder

W ASH ING TON — T  he gov-
e rnme nt’  s top exp ert o  n Med icar e
cost s w as w arn ed t hat h  e wo uld be
f ire  d i  f he tol  d key law mak ers abo ut
a seri es of Bush admi nist rat ion cost
est imat es tha  t co uld hav  e to rpe-
d oed cong ress iona l p assag  e o  f the
W hite Ho use-b ac ked Medi car e
pr escr ipt ion-d ru  g pl an.

W hen the Hous e o  f Re pr esen ta-
t ive  s pass e d t he con tr ove rsial be n-
e fit by f ive vote s la st N ove mbe r, t he
W hite Ho use was embra cin g an
est imat e b  y th  e Co ngr ess ion al
Bu dget Off ice tha  t it wou ld cost
$395 bil lio  n in the firs t 1  0 ye ars.
B ut fo r mo nth  s the admi nist ra-
t ion ’s o wn an al ys ts in t he C ente rs
fo r M edi car  e an  d Med icai d S er-
v ices had concl ude  d re pea te dl y t hat
t he dr ug be n efit cou ld cost up ward
o  f $100 bil lio  n mo re t han tha t.

Wi th hol ding the highe r cost
p roj ect ion  s was imp ort ant bec ause
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States
deal gay
marriage
setback
Opponents hail
decisions by California
court, Massachusetts
lawmakers, but issue is
still not settled
By BOB KEEFE
Cox News Service

G ay m ar r iage adv oca tes suf-
f ere  d a dou ble-b a rre led setba ck
T hur sday, a  s st ates on eith er s ide of
t he c oun try mov ed t  o proh ibit
s a me-se  x we ddin gs.

T he C ali for nia Sup rem  e Co urt
o rd er ed t he c ity of San Fran cisco
on Thu rsday to imm edia tely stop
i ssuin g m ar r iag  e li censes to gay
c ouple s, a mon th alm os  t to the day

t hat the cit  y set
o ff a nat ion al
deb at e b  y al-
low in  g su ch
uni on s. T he
c our  t sai d t he
c ity was vio lat-
in g s tate l a ws
t hat decl are a
m ar r iag  e is be-
t wee  n a m an
an d w oman .

I  n Massa -
c  h u  s e t  t s ,

m ean wh i le, t he leg is lat ure gave
p rel imin ary appr oval to a s  ta te
const itu tiona l a mend men  t th at
w oul  d ban ga  y mar r iag es b ut al low
ci vil unions .

O pp one nts of g ay m ar r iage
h aile  d the act ion by t he t wo s tate s
a  s a ma jor vi cto ry, and said i  t was
mo re p roo  f th at t he c oun try a  s a  
w hol  e is again s t t he ide a o  f sa me- 
s ex w eddin gs.

‘ ‘This is a mome ntum sw ing ,’’
sai d G len Lav y, s eni or at tor ney for
t he A llian ce D efe nse F und  , a con-
ser va tiv  e group th at su ed t  o st op
t he g ay m ar r iag es in San Fra ncisco .
‘ ‘Bu  t fr ank ly, you’ve got people up
in arms all arou nd t he c oun try
a bou  t th is la wl ess ness .’’

T he a cti on in th  e tw  o st ates
s topp ed far sh ort o  f se ttlin g t he
s imm erin g di sag ree me nt ov er g ay
m ar r iage, howev er.

W hile San Fran cisco m us t s top
i ssuin g w eddin g l ice nses t  o gay
c oupl es im me diate ly  , th  e co urt did
n ot r ule on whe the  r or not gay
m ar r iag es ar e leg al.

S an F ranc isco May or Gav in
N ewsom has arg ued tha  t proh ibit-
in g g ay c oupl es t  o we  d vi ola tes the
s tate const itu tio n’s ru l es p rohibit-
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Terror blasts rip
heart of Madrid
Train explosions kill nearly 200;
Basque separatists primary suspects

By TRA CY WIL KI NSON
Los Angeles Times

M ADR ID, Spain — In the mos  t de vas tat ing
te rr orist at tack in Sp ani sh h isto ry, 10 b omb  s th at
d et ona te  d min u te s a par  t ri ppe  d th roug  h crow ded
com mut er t rain s a  t th ree Madr id stat ions ear ly
T hur sday, kil ling near ly 200 peop le  , wou ndin g 1,400
an d s endin g t his capit al int  o co nvu lsi ons of shock and
h orr or t hree days befo re a n  at ion al e lec tio n.

A uth ori tie  s im media tel  y bl ame  d th  e Ba sque sep a-
r atist group ET  A fo  r the dea dli est wav e o  f te rro rism
see n in Eu rop  e in almost two
d ecade s. B ut t he s cal  e o  f car -
n age w ent far be yo nd an yt hing
t he s epar at ists had eve  r ca rried
o ut an d l ed t  o sp ecu lat ion tha  t ot her group s m ight be
r esp ons ible.

I nte rio  r Min ist er A ngel Ace bes in it iall  y sai d i  t was
‘ ‘a bso lute ly cl ear ’’ tha  t ET  A was resp ons ible. La te
T hur sday, howev er, h  e we nt b efo re rep or ters to say
p oli ce h ad r ecov ere  d a s  tol en v an w ith seven bomb
de to n ators and a t  ap  e rec or ding o  f Qu ran ic v erses re ad
in Ara bic. T he v an w as fo un  d i  n a s  ub urb whe re t he
t arg ete  d tr ain s o rig ina ted  , h  e sa id. 

‘ ‘I h ave ins truc ted se cur it  y fo rce  s no  t to dis car  d any
l ine o  f in ves tig ati on ,’’ Ace bes sai d .

A short tim  e la ter  , an Ara bic - lan guage newsp ap er in
L on d on sai d it had rec eive  d a le tter pur porti ng to
cl aim r esp ons ibil ity for the bom bin gs in th  e nam e of
a l-Qai da  , ha vin  g ‘‘ infil tr ate  d the hear t of Eur ope .’’
T he cl aim w as dow nplay ed b  y U. S. o ffi cial s.

I nter nat ion al c o ndem nat ion and sol idar it  y we re
s wif t. P res ident Bus  h te lephon ed K ing Juan C ar lo  s I
an d P rim  e Mi nst er J ose M aria Azn ar an d sai d , ‘ ‘We
w eep with the famil ies .’’

T he r ush-hou r b las ts p ar al yzed Madr id  . Po lit ical
Please see S PAIN A9 ?
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FIREFIGHTERS pore over the wreckage from a passenger train that was damaged by a bomb, one in a series of explosions Thursday on trains in Madrid. The deliberate
attacks, which killed nearly 200 people, took place three days before national elections. At right, two people injured by one of the explosions wait for aid.
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RESCUE workers remove victims following a blast at the Atocha
train station, the largest station and a commuter hub in Madrid.
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A8 ? Local students
safe in Spain.

Swinging toward spring
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Elijah Williams, left, Sophie Jensen and Kyle Kennedy at the
Colonie Community Day Care Center kick up their heels as
they enjoy Thursday’s ‘‘get-outside’’ weather.


